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THOUGHTS 


ow THE LATE 


} 


APPLICATION 


or so 


PROTBSTANT Diflenting Miniſters 


. | 
PARLIAMENT. 


HAT Mr. Iſrael Mauduit fays, page 
that “ many of the Diſſenters now fin 
their opinions altered in ſome of theſe 
articles, which had not then been fo carefully 
examined, (namely in 1689.) may be very true, 
t underſtood only of a certain ſet of gentlemen, 
who paſs under that denomination; But were 
ay to ſuppoſe that it is univerſally fo, they 
would fall into the moſt egregious miſtake, al- 
though that ſeems, indeed, to be intended in 
the caſe of Proteſtant Difſenting Miniſters, as 
repreſented by the Committee of Relief, &c. 
The Articles to which that gentleman (Mr. 
Mauduit) refers, are not mentioned in his pam- 
phlet, and therefore it may be difficult to ſay, 
who are and who are not altered in their opi- 
nions concerning them. But if he means cer- 
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tain Articles, Wan al ages ai offen- 
five to human wiſdom, and creature arrogance z 
ſuch as the Doctrine of the Trinity; or Three 
Divine, co- equal, co- eternal perſons in one un- 
divided, "I indivilible Jehovah; there are 
many Proteſtant Piſſenting Miniſters, who are 
of the ſame opinion now reſpecting that Ar- 
ticle, with our venerable Reformers and our 
anceſtors in the year 1689; and muſt continue 
in the ſame belief till it ſhall pleaſe God, 
to alter the Revelation he has given of himſelf, 
for one more rational, or to give them different 
views of that which be has already given. 
Therefore to ſubſcribe to the Firſt Article of 
the Church of England is no hardſhip on them, 
conſequently it is not neceſſary for bem to pray 
for relief in this particular, 


II. If the Divinity of our bleſſed Redeemer, 
be another article referred to, it may be affirm- 
ed on good authority, that a very great and 

reſpectable part of the body of Diſſenters, are 

he — from Foe diffatisfied with the aſcriptions 
je divine honours to him, as a perſon in Deity, 
diſtinct from the Father, and Holy Ghoſt, that 
they really would part with their whole intereſt 
in the world, rather than give up this bleſſed 
doctrine, upon which, as a foundation, reſt all 
their hope and expectation of future ſalvation 
and glory. - Conſequently they cannot at all 
be offended. with thoſe who honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father. They will 
not, therefore, think it hard to fubſcribe, but 
will even teſtify, that * two whole and perfect 
natures, that is to ſay, the Godhead and Man- 
hood, were joined together in one perſon, never 
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God, and very Man,“ Conſequently a di- 
penſing with their e this Article will 


never, by them, be deeme | worth a ſingle 


* 


r 


III. Nor are they more concerned about the 
5th Article, ſeeing they verily, believe, that the 
Holy Ghoſt is one in ſubſtance, majeſty, and glory, 
with the Father and the Son, very and eterna 
God.” So that reſpecting the Trinity of Perſons 


in che Godhead, and the proper Divinity of the 


Son and Holy Ghoſt, they really wiſh for no 
relief fot themſelyes at the hands of our Le- 
giſlators; but even rejoice that thele Articles 
were adopted into the national ſyſtem. of Re- 
I e 
| IV, Priginal and birth fin, as it is expreſt in 
the title of the gth Article, is another thing which 
they ſuppoſe muſt be very offenſive to men 
who never ſelt the plague of their hearts; but 
which they have the | fulleſt conviction of in 
their own perſonal experience. Without the 
leaſt ſcruple, without a moment's. helitation, 
therefore, they will at any time declare, that 
original fin conliſteth in the corruption of 
the nature of every man, whereby he is very 
far gone from righteouſneſs, and is of his own 
nature inclined to evil. Therefore in every 
perſon born into this world, it deſerveth God's 
wrath and damnation ;” though FE never 
take upon them to ſay, how the Majeſty of all 
worlds does, or, does not diſpoſe of thoſe who 
die in a ſtate of infancy ; reſting ſatisfied, ** that 
the Judge of all the earth muſt do what is 
52: right,” 


RN Fe) 


right.” Nor can they depart from this-Articlg. 
of f original ſin, till they entertain a more favour- | 


able opinion of their own nature in its preſent 
circumſtances ; or have degrading thoughts of 
the extent and majeſty of the eternal law. ; 
V, Nor is the doctrige of free Toſtification, 6 
the Grace of God, through the redemption 
that is in Jefus, any manner r of offence to them. 
Therefore they are ſo far from being aggrieved 
by the orthodoxy of the eleventh Article, that 


they even wiſh the doctrine inculcated had been 


expreſſed in terms more ſtfong and explicit. 


To gentlemen who can juſtify 1 themſelves by 
the works of their own hands before an infi- 
nitely Holy God, this article muſt doubtleſs be 
very offenſive: but to the poor, the maimed, 
the halt and blind; to the loſt and periſhing, 
to the rebellious and ſelf. condemned, it muſt 
be equally acceptable. They receive the doc- 
trine of a real, not a figurative atonement, and 
deem it perfectly conliſtent with the Divine 
Perfections, for God, if he ſaw meet to puniſh 
the fin of the offender in the perſon of a ſub-. 
ſtirute. They think that God might in the 


fulneſs of titne, ſend forth his own Jon, made 


of a woman, made under the law, that he 
might redeem them that were under the law, 
that, thoſe who believe, may receive the adop- 
tion of Sons, without any impeachment. of 
his own moral character. Conſequently they 
do not think it an unfaichful ſaying, that Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners, even 
the chief of ſinners; bur a ſaying worthy of all 

| acceptation, 
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zcceptation, and containing the very marrow; 
and Glory of the whole Goſpel, 1 0 2 


They are not convinced upon the volatile 
fancy of enthuſiaſm, but from an experience 
founded upon Revelation. The Word of God 
expreſsly declares of the Divine Law, that, 
whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and offend 
only in one point is guilty of the whole; and 
denounceth a curſe upon every one, who con- 
tinueth not in all things, written in the Book of, 
the Law to do them. Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, 
being the teſtimonies of the written Word, and 
fading in themſelves a total incapacity- to fulfil 
o much as one precept of the Law perfectiy, 
in thought, word, and deed,” they ſee it impol- 
ſible for them to be ſaved by their own 
Righteouſneſs, and therefore they gladly ſub- 
mit to the Righteouſneſs of another. Nor 
are they likely to object to this Article 
of Free Juſtification, till they ſhall find them- 
ſelves capable of obtaining Salvation by the 
Works of the Law; which has not as yet 
been the caſe with any of their fellow ſinners. 

VI. Even the 17th Article of the Church 
of England, ſo very obnoxious to the rational 
Diſſenters, is no way offenſive to the Orthodox. 
Though they make no pretenſions to ſuperior 
reaſon, they think it not unbecoming them as 
men, and as Chriſtians, to believe, that faith is the 
pit of God; that, God being omniſcient, per- 
ectly knew from everlaſting, to whom he would 

we, and from whom he weuld withhold that 
bleſſed gift. It cannot ſo much as enter into 
their hearts to conceive, that God would — 


E 
been unjuſt, if he bad not given unto every man 
an offer of Chriſt and Merey after their fall in 
Adam, ſeeing as a moral Governor he might 
have proceeded with them upon the ack. of 
the legal covenant, under which they were 
placed, and the tenor of which they had 
broken. Why, ſay they, might not that God, 
who ſees the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times the things that are not yet done, 
be thought to have a right to eſtabliſh his own 
council, ſo that it ſhall 12 and to do whatſo- 
ever pleaſeth him, both in Heaven and, on the 
Earth ? Why might he 58 if he ſaw fit, chooſe 
his own people in Chriſt before the foundation 
of the world, and predeſtinate them thus choſen 
to the adoption of children by Jeſus Chriſt to 
Nimfelf? They cannot conſider predeſtination, 
and election in Chriſt, as any other than © a 
doctrine full of ſweet, pleaſant, and unſpeakable 
comfort to godly perſons,” becauſe only thereby 
their perſqnal holineſs and conformity to Jeſus 
are ſecured. So that in this article they are ot 
the ſame opinion with their anceſtors in the year 
1689, and muſt be contented, according ro Mr. 
Mauduit, with the ſame toleration that they for- 
merly enjoyed. Of courle they cannot be 
thought to be very ardent' in prayer for relief, 
ſeeing they are no way apprehenlive of oper 
ion. Moreover, having nothing to object to 
the doctrinal Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, a very great and reſpedtable part of the 
body of diſſenting Miniſters have actually ſub- 
ſeribed them, and are legally in the full poſ- 
ſeſſion of their Chriſtian privileges, worſhippin 
God without moleſtation, or the leaft pant 
apprehenſion of loſing them, eſpecially under 
the 
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the reign of Prince deſcended from the iluſ⸗ 


trious Houſe of Hanover. 


i 


ROM what has been ſaid in the, fore- 


going Section, it will appear, that the Mi- 
niſters of whom I have ſpoken, are not to be, 
numbered atnouglt thoſe in page 2, of the caſe 
of Diffenting Miniſters, &c. who, it is laid, 
cannot in conſcience comply with the Sub- 
ſcription required by the Act of Toleration,“ 
conſequently they do not think themſelves liable 
to the penalties ſpecified in the firſt page of that 
caſe. So that how far foever any ＋ the Cal- 
viniſtical Diſſenting Miniſters have already con- 
curred, or may hereafter concur, in any Petition 
to Parliament, for the Abolition of Subſcription, 
that concurrence ought not to be underſtood as 
ariſing from any diſlike to the doctrinal part of 


National Confeſſion, but to one or other of theſe 
things following : 4 


I. They believe it poſſible, that good men 
may heartily approve of the matter of the Ar- 
ticles, and may, notwithſtanding, have objec- 
tions to their ſubſcribing them, as a human 
reſt of Divine Faith. This, I doubt not, may 
be the caſe of ſeveral, perhaps a conſiderable 
number of the Diſſenters; conſequently they 
will wiſh the abolition of a practice for which 
they think there is no warrant from Revelation, 
and therefore join in a Prayer to Parliament 
with thoſe who object even to the doctrines 


themſelyves. 
II. They 


BS 
II. They know that there are ſome, though 
it is hoped the number is far from being ſo cons 
fiderable as has been aſſerted, who really do not 


believe the doctrine of the Angles, and there- 
fore cannot in conſcience ſubſcribe them, as 


is repreſented in the caſe referred to. Mr. 
Mauduit ſays, page 16, that this is owing to 


„% their having ſtudied the Scriptures more 
carefully,” which does not appear to me to 
be the caſe. It is notorious, both from obſer- 
vation, and their own writings *, that inſtead of 
having ſtudied the Scriptures more carefully, a 

diſuſe of them has been the parent of this change 
of ſentiments, even as it is obſervable that thoſe 
who are moſt addicted to ſcriptural ſtudies, are 
moſt attached to the doctrines complained of. - , 


Its being beyond a doubt, however, that 
from one cauſe or other, many who diſſent from 
the Church of England, actually do object to 
ſubſcribing the Articles, and the Orthodox Diſ- 


ſenters being enemies to a ſpirit of intolerance, 


notwithſtanding all that has been alledged to the 
contrary from a certain quarter; "they ear- 
neſtly wiſh the diffatisfied perſons that liberty 
which they require, provided it can be obtained 
in ſuch a manner as not to entail infamy on 
ſome, and bardſhip on others, who have an 
equal right with themſelves tro worſhip God 
after the dictates of their own conſciences, with- 
out moleſtation. They do not think that the 
Goſpel does ever warrant coercive meaſures 
being taken with any, no, not even thoſe who 
are its greateſt enemies, ſceing the bleſſed 
Redeemer came not into the world to deſtroy 
men's lives, but to ſave them. 


* Dr. Prieſtley on Church Diſcipline, 
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While they by no means chooſe to * claſſed 
with the rational Gentlemen as to points of 
doctrine, they wiſh them all the liberty they have 
deſired, on conditions hereafter to be menti- 
oned : Let them have their ſuperior reaſon, and 
let us have a vital faith in diyine reve- 
lation. 2 1 b 


The een Difſcinters 2 not wiſh 
to injure even an Atheiſt, howeyer much 
they may pity. his folly, abhor his iniquity, 
and wiſh his converſion : much lefs can th y 
be ſuppoſed to deſire to perſecute thoſe, who 
ate willing to ſubſcribe the Bible as s the rule of 
their faith. 


3. The caſe of Tutors and Schoolmaſters of 
the Diſſenting perſuaſion, as it is juſtly ſtated 
by the Committee, is extremely hard and preju- 
dicial to the growth of moral principles. Every 
Orthodox Diffenter will therefore wiſn to fee 
the heavy penalties, now impending in law, re- 
moved from over the heads of ſuch a uſeful and 
neceſſary bo:ly of men: neceſſary to the good 
of the nation, and neceſſary to the Church of 
Chriſt. They would be loth to put their chil- 
dren under the care of thoſe, who would take no 
care of their morals, or would corrupt them 1 in 
their religious principles. 


For theſe reaſons, ſome of the orthodox Diſ- 
ſenters have heartily joined, with the diſſatisfied, 
in the late Petition; and for theſe reaſons, none 
of the Orthodox would wiſh to oppole it as 
ſuch, though they diſapprove of every indirect 

C | A 


( wo ) 
meaſure uſed to obtain it; and every meaſure 
which may bring hardſhip on others, as is ap- 


- 


parently the caſe in the preſent Bill. 


It will be, therefore unjuſt and injurious, to 
repreſent them, as ſome have done, as enemies 


- to liberty, given to perſecution, &c. ſeeing all 


they aim at is to take care that, whilſt they 
vote for liberty to ſome, whoſe love to the 
Golpel of Jeſus is very dubious, they endeavour 
to ſecure, at leaſt to do nothing againſt the 
liberty of others, whoſe regard to goſpel truth 
is indubitable. But more of this in a ſubſe- 
quent SECTION. = 1 2 


SECT. III. 


I. does not appear to me, that the mode of 
application ought to have been in all reſpects 
the ſame, which the Committee has purſued. If 
thoſe, who found themſelves aggrieved by the 
Subſcription, required by the Toleration Act, 
on account of the Doctrines contained in the 
Articles, had in their own behalf made appli- 
cation to Parliament, and prayed for relief in 
their own proper Peron, it had been well. 
This would have freed them from certain em- 
barraſſments, which has ſince clogged their 
cauſe, and perhaps prevented its miſcarriage. 
By purſuing this method, they would have had, 
as I think, the beſt wiſhes and endeavours of all 
the orthodox Diſſenters for their ſucceſs, 


But when the Orthodox fee themſelves miſ- 
repreſented to Government, as they think they 


are, Caſe, page 2, where the Committee of os 
lie 
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lief is pleaſed to inform the Legiſlature, that it 
is admitted, the ſar greater part of the Diſſenr- 
ing Miniſters have not complied, and cannot in 
conſcience comply with the Subſcription re- 
quired by the Act of Toleration. The Diſſent- 
ing Miniſters, in general, are, conſequently, 
liable to the penalties above-mentioned.” I ſay, 
when they ſee themſelves thus miſrepreſented, it 
may naturally be expected they will take ſuch 
meaſures, as appear to them beſt calculated to 
do juſtice to themſelves. If it were true that 
the far greater part of the Diſſenting Miniſters 
have not complied, and cannot in conſcience 
comply, it would reduce the Orthodox to a very 
ſcanty number indeed. Which ſeems to be de- 
ſigned by the clauſe following : © The Diſſent- 
ing Miniſters in general are conſequently liable 


to the penalties above-mentioned.” If the Diſ- 


ſenting Miniſters in general are liable to thoſe 
penalties, it muſt be ſuppoſed that they have 
not qualified themſelves according to the Act of 
Toleration, and indeed that they cannot in con- 
ſcience qualify themſelves. That this is the caſe 
cannot be made appear, but that the contrary is 
true will be evident from this ſingle conſidera- 
tion, That London and its environs contain 
upwards of 50 Diſſenting Miniſters, though not 
all of the general body, who, profeſs at leaſt, to 
be truly Calviniſtic in their judgment.“ What 
then muſt their number be in the whole nation? 


No people of what perſuaſion ſoever can 
love to ſee themſelves repreſented as diſre- 


ſpectable, in point of number, or character, when 


in reality they think otherwiſe of themſelves; 
therefore it cannot be thought ſtrange, that 
2 C2 * the 
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tha Orthodax Diſſenters wiſh to appear to ou 
Legiſlators what they really are; as not fo in- 
canſiderable as the Amanuenſis of the Com- 


mittee has repreſented them. Eſpecially as 


they flatter themſelyes, that ſome of the moſt 
numerous congregations belonging to the Dil- 
ſenting intereſt are of their perſuanon. More- 
ever they think, that if heacs were to be num- 
bered, the Orthodox would tell at leaſt equal to 
the Rationals, if Miniſters and People may 
both be included. id 


How far a zeal for obtaining a defirable 
object may be thought to juſtify any particular 
want of circumſpection in its votaries is one 
_— and matter of fact is another. That the 
ſanguine expectations of the Committes of Re- 
ks might lead them to ſuppoſe, that all their 
brethren were as eager as themſelves to obtain 
the removal of Subſcription, may not be de- 
nied: but how they could venture to aſſert to 
Legiſlature * That in the preſent application 
the body of Diſſenters, both Miniſters and 


People are happily united,” cannot be eaſily 


conceived, ſeeing the ſaid Mr. Mauduit tells 
us, that they had not time to conſult their bre- 
thren in the country, and make it ſo general a 
caule as they wiſhed it to be. I have not heard 
of one congregation, as ſuch being formally con- 
ſulted, and I Know of many that have not been 
conſulted at all. Moreover I have converſed with 
many, who are by no means of opinion. that 
the prelent meaſures are at all neceſſary, to them. 
It would þe adviſeable, therefore, if the Com- 
mittee ſhould fill keep the object in yiew, that 


they repreſent things juſt as they are, without 


giving 
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giving them any gloſs, which may be thought 
to favour their deſign ; as that only can ſcreen 
them from the cenſure of thoſe who are deter- 
mined to have juſtice done to their reputation; 
and who cannot, wiſh to have it thought, 
they haye at all deviated from the doctrines of 


free and ſovereign grace; or are leſs ſtrenuous 


in adhering to them than their anceſtors were. 
"SKA os £95 


VER ſince the happy Revolution, the 

lenity of the Britiſh Government has in- 
deed been conſpicuous, and but few Diſſenters 
have fallen under the penalty of the law. We 
will by no means ſuggeſt that Subſcription 
has been regularly required, and the penalties 
conſtantly, or even frequently inflicted upon 
the perſons not ſubſcribing Nor would we fo 
much as hint the. ſhadow of oppreſſion,” but 
freely acknowledge in the words of the worthy 
author of a letter to Proteſtant Diſſenting Mini- 
ſters, that the grievance has ſubſiſted theſe 
four ſcore years,” and that during that time we 


(or our forefathers) have frequently confeſſed 


ſatisfaction in the lenity of Government, and 
the moderate temper of the Clergy of the 


eſtabliſhment.” Yet we muſt own that indivi- 


duals amongſt the Clergy, have at times, dif- 
covered much of a ſpirit of Intolerance, and 
ſhowed us what -they would do, if in their 
12 1 and that, within thit period, many 

iſſenters have been expoſed to great incon- 


venience for the ſake of a good conſcience. Yet 


ſtil} we would by no means ſuppole that they 
had the leaſt countenance from their ſuperiors ; 
much 


r . . white} en ge he's 
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much leſs that there has been within that period 
any diſpoſition in Government towards Religious 


oppreſſion, or infringement of our Chriſtian 
Rights and Privileges. 


After all, it may ſtill be ſuppoſed, that, whih. 


ever confidence the rational Difſenters may have 
in the lenity and wiſdom of Government, as not 
having the will to perſecute them, nor even to 
call upon them to conform to the Act of To- 
leration; they cannot be very eaſy in their pre- 
ſent circumſtances, A ſmall degree of acquain- 
ance with men, will convince us of their muta- 
bility, ſo that the mere good pleaſure of tem- 
Poral Governours, is a tenure too uncertain by 
which to hold, a privilege fo great as liberty of 
conſcience. This nation hath produced bigots 
of the moſt furious zeal; what has been, may 
be again, and therefore the parties concerned, 
who "chooſe the time when the beſt underſtand- 
ing between the Eſtabliſhment and Diſſenters 
ſubſiſts, can never be deemed blameable, pro- 
vided the meaſures n are in themſelves 
unreprovable. 


Let then the rational Diſſenters, who, altho! 
expoſed to no immediate hardſhips at preſent, 
qo conſidering themſelves as within the poſſ- 

tity of them, enjoy the privilege of Britiſh 
ſubjects in having tull liberty ro petition the Le- 
gillature : ſeeing an apprehended evil impend- 
ing poſterity, muſt, in the nature of things, ſo 
far as it is apprehended, be a real evil to them- 
ſelves. And it is but agreeable to the com- 


mon rights of men, that this licence ſhould be 


allowed them, without any diſagreeable, oppro- 
brious 
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brious names being illiberally beſtowed on 
them; let them alſo, on their part, be cautious 
of treating the Calviniſts as perſecutors, and 
perſons of an intolerant ſpirit, merely becauſe 
they ule means to appear what they really are, 
not chuſing to be conſidered of the ſame ſenti- 
ments with thoſe who affect to call themſelves 
rational Diſſenters. Let matters be fairly, deli- 
berately, and candidly diſcuſſed, without ſtop- 
ping the mouths of people, by crying « The 
Queſtion, the Queſtion,” as if a point muſt at 
all events be carried, and as if the parties con- 
cerned were already aſſured of a majority; a 
circumſtance which never can do honour to an 

cauſe whatever. Let it be always . 
that the more important any article is, the more 
need it ſtands in of a candid, a full, and a fair 
diſcuſſion, which may be obtained, without ſo 
much as the appearance of unbecoming warmth. 


The Fux vac of Wrath ought never to glow 
in an aſſembly of Chriſtian Miniſters. 


SECT Vi 


FROM what has been ſaid in the foregoing 
Sections, the diſpoſition of the Orthodox 
towards the Rational Diſſenters, and alſo to- 
wards the preſent application to Parliament, may 
be in ſome meaſure obvious. It is hoped they 
ſtand exculpated from the charge of intolerance, 
and perſecutive deſigns; but it ought alſo ro be 
obſerved, that they are diſſatisfied with the Bill 
Itſelf, notwithſtanding it paſſed the Houſe of 
Commons, and are heartily glad that it was re- 
jected by the Houſe of Lords. They hope they 
may be ſuffered to expreſs their diſſatisfaction, 

| without 
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without being thought to reflect on the Ho- 
nourable Commons of England. _ 2 


In the ſaid Bill it was intended to be enacted, 
that, ** In order to prevent perſons from frau- 
dulently qualifying themſelves as Diſſenting 
Miniſters, every perſon who ſhall offer to qua- 
lify himſelf as a Diſſenting Miniſter, at the Ge- 


4 3 


_ neral Quarter Seſſion of the Peace ſhall, if there- 


unto required, produce to the Juſtices of the 
Peace. at the ſaid Seſſion aſſembled, a Teſtimo- 
nial, ſigned by three or more Proteſtant Diſſent- 
ing. Miniſters, and ſpecifying the reſpective 
places where they ſtatedly . officiate, - in the 
wor Js, or to the effect following, videlicet. 


Me whoſe names are under written, being Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenting Minijters, hereby teflify, that 
we know A. B. and that to the beſt of our know- 


ledg e, he is a perſon of a good Moral and Chriſtian 


character, and that we receive and acknowledge 
bim as @ Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſter. 
Witneſs our hands this day of 


This appears as a clauſe, not incapable of very 
dangerous conſequences to ſome of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects. A clauſe not deviſed by Parliament, 
but prayed for by thoſe votaries for religious 
freedom, who compole the Committee of Re- 
lief. Liberty is truly deſirabie; but I truſt I 
ſhall never wiſh it for myſelf at the expence of 
any of my fellow ſubjects. May that rule of 
moral equity given by Jeſus, my Divine Re- 
deemer, ever ſtand before my eyes, to influence 
me to do the ſame things to others, which J 


would wiſh done to myſelf in their circum- 


ſtances. That 


* 23 


That Government and inferior Magiſtrates 
dught not to be impoſed upon, will be readily 
admitted; but then it may be thought, that 
when they are inclined to extend their indul- 

| gence farther towards Diſſenters, they themſelves 
| can, and indeed ought to deviſe proper mea- 
ſures to prevent their being impoſed on, with- 
out our taking upon us to put them in the 
way. 


The paſſing of the preſent Bill would put a 
. degree of power into the hands of Diſſenting 
? Miniſters, with which no difpaſſionate man 
: would wiſh them intruſted. Who would. with 
to have it in Mr. Radcliffe's or Dr. Prieſtley's 
power to ſay to a candidate for the Miniſtry, 
N « You ſhall not qualify yourſelf.” Thoſe who 
would know theſe gentlemen's ſpirit, may only 
read Radcliffe's Sermon on the Denial of Re- 


| lief, and Pr 1zsrTLEY's Essay on Church Diſci- 
4 pline.“ The Orthodox Diſſenters in a ſpecial 
| | D manner 


I would recommend it to the Reverend Gentle- 
men of the Orthodox perſuaſton, who, out of mere 
gore nature, and benevolence to thoſe who call them- 
elves Rational Diſſenters, have been ſo zealous for 
the Bill of Relief, to read Radcliffe's Sermon, pa 
17, with attention. And after they have ſurveyed t 
picture which he has drawn of their doctrines, let 
them ſay whether they have not too precipitately em- 
barked in the late enterprize, and, undeſignedly, 
been aſſiſting their own moſt avowed enemies, as 
well as enemies to what we take to be the Truth of 
the Goſpel. Few of thoſe gentlemen diſcover a can- 
did, mild, and modeſt ſpirit, like the ſenſible Dr: 
Kippis, a gentleman ſuperior to moſt of them in 
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manner have cauſe to wifh, that the power of 
qualifying Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters may 
for ever remain where it is at preſent, and that 
it may never be ſuſpended on a certificate to be 
ſigned by three or more gentlemen of tha "—_ 
of he g perſuaſion,” 


Who will be deemed lathe to fon a certis 
ficate for a candidate beſides thoſe who are ac- 
counted regular, and approved by the general 
body ?. If others, Who, although qualified ac- 
cording. to the Act of 'Toleration, are not re- 
ceived by the general body, ſhould take upon 
them to ſign ſuch. a certificate, would not the 
Juſtices aſſembled at. the quarter ſeſſiuns have it 
in their power to refuſe» the candidate who 
ſhould come with no better credentials? Is it 
to be thought that Government will reſt ſatis- 
fied, after the paſſing of ſuch a law, without 
know ing who are and who are not the approved 
Miniſters of the three denominations; and that 
inferior Courts in the feveral counties of Eng- 
land will not inſiſt upon being furniſhed with 

regular 


every waluable branch of learning, 15 every ſpecies, 


of ufeful knowledge. 


It is eaſy to ſee, that, that inflammatory preacher 


Mr. Radcliffe, intends the Calvinifts, or Orthodox 


and ſurely ; a man who would wiſh there were not a 


Calviniſt in the world, would make little ſeruple 
' of eradicating them; eſpecially as he inſinuates, 


„after giving a moſt. unfair and iniquitous gloſs upon 
their doctrines, that oo ought not to be tolerated. 


A ſtrange reflection, indeed, upon the formula of the 
Church of England, which is confefſedly Calviniſm. 
From the power of fath pretenders to fyperior reaſon 
as Mr. Radcliffe, may God and the Britiſh Govern- 


ment ever defend the Orthodox Diſſenters. 
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regular liſts of Diſſenting Miniſters within their 
own peculiar juriſdictions? 7 85 


At all events it appears to me, the power of 
ſigning certificates to candidates will be confined 
to thoſe who are of the general body; and of 
courſe, ſhould that be the caſe, thoſe who are 
not in that connection will be left without any 
legal protection. An event very undeſirable - 
all who are not loſt to every virtuous an 

tender feeling; eſpecially as, in the metropolis 
only, there are not leſs than fourteen congrega- 
tions, ſome of them even numerous, and all of 
them ſtrictly Orthodox Diſſenters, who have no 
connection at all with the general body; and 
ſome of whom really chooſe to avoid that con- 
nection, for reaſons, which they think ſubſtan- 
tial, At preſent thoſe Miniſters and people are 
legally protected by the Act of Toleration ; but 


their caſe will be very much altered, if that 


mode of qualification ſhould be diſannulled. 
If it be alledged, that Miniſters riſing in fu- 


ture, in thoſe Congregations, who are not in 
Board- Connection, ought to confide in the ge- 
neroſity of the embodied Miniſters, who, it may 
be thought, will never diſcountenanee a young 
man, who they think deſcrves encouragement. 
It will be replied, that there is much more reaſon 


why the Rational Diſſenters, who cannot ſub- 
ſcribe to the Articles, ſhould confide in the be- 


coming lenity of the preſent government; as 
for many years back there has not appeared in 
government a ſpirit ſo malignant towards Diſ- 
ſenters, as they themſelves have frequently diſ- 
covered towards one another, and as ſome of 


the 
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( 20 ) 
the rational divines of our day manifeſt towards 
the Orthodox. | : 5 we 


If it be ſaid, — * Thoſe irregular people 
will always find enough of their own ſort who 


will readily ſubſcribe their certificate,” jt will be 


replied, © admitting that to be the caſe, of what 
real advantage will it be to them; ſeeing there 
is a poſſibility that ſuch a teſtimonial may not 
be deemed authentic by a Bench of Worſhipful 
Juſtices of the Peace.” I am: credibly in- 
tormed, that a Diſſenting Minifter of the Ana- 
baptiſt perſuaſion, and one who is actually upon 
the general lift, applied at Hicks's Hall for qua- 
lifying himſelf, and was refuſed till he ſhould 
bring a teſtimony from ſome of his friends, 
known to be of the regular body. The reaſon 
of which conduct, as given by the Magiſtrates 
themſelves, is, their having been frequently im- 
poſed upon by Methodiſt Teachers, who came 
to qualify under the denomination of Proteſtant 
Diſſenting Miniſters; which impoſition they are 
determined, as far as poſſible, to prevent. 


That Churchmen ought not to qualify them- 
ſelves as Teachers, under the denomination of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, will be readily allowed ; 
and that ſo doing is noriung ſhort of the vileſt 
hypocriſy, I readily confeſs. But theſe Ma- 
giſtrates may know, that many of the Metho- 
diſt Preachers actually are Proteſtant Diſſenters 
from principle, notwithſtanding unconnected 
with the general body, and having their gb- 
jections to any particular union with it. 


If 
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of the general bedy in reference to the ſaid cer- 
tificate, may it not be aſked, What reaſon we 


have to hope they will be more candid, after 


they have got power upon their ſide, chan now 
when Regulars and Irregylars are op a level in 
the eye of the Law, which knows no diſtinc- 
tions, how many ſoever we oyrſelves may be 
pleaſed to make. It >" os to me ungenerous 
and unjuſt to ſeek relief for myſelf at the expence 
of others, as is the caſe in the preſent applica- 
tion. I do not like that indifference towards, 
and diſregard ſhewn to the Methodiſts in Mr. 
Mauduit's pamphlet; as it ſhows a defect both 
of a Chriſtian temper of mind, and of the prin- 
ciples of ſound policy. _ 


It would be no wonder if bi Church men 
ſhould wiſh to cruſh the M iſts, for whilſt 
they exiſt in their preſent capacity, they cannot 
be conſidered as ſound Church men; but it is 
impolitic in the higheſt degree, for the Diſſen- 
ters, ever to become, in any ſenſe, acceſſary to 
their oppreſſion, ſeeing whilſt they exiſt, as they 
now are, they muſt be a very great additional 
weight in the ſcale of the Diſlenting intereſt, 
and which, perhaps, it may be feared, by ſome, 
may make it eventually preponderate. By ſo 
much therefore as the growth of the Methodiſts 
alarms the high fliers of the Church party, by 
ſo much ought it to excite the whole body of 
Diſſenters to give them all lawful aſſiſtance, fo 
long as the ſafety of the State and the 
order of their own congregations are no way 
concerned. For my own part, I ſcruple not to 

: give 
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give it as my. opinion, that whatever notions 


the rational Diſſenters niay have of themſelves 
as x body, that were they to be deſerted by thoſe 
whom they now aff ct to deſpiſe, they would ap- 
pear very infignificant in the eye of Government. 
And if they go on as they have begun, they 
certaisiy will be deſerted by all who have any 
fegard to the Goſpel of Jeſus. The orthodox 
Piſſenters will never ſurely, continue in con- 
fecktott with thoſe who threaten to pull down 
that Ivor, the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
ſome of them are ſaid to have threatened. _. 


S K CT. VE 

E me it moſt evidently appears, that it 

is not a ſpirit of intolerance, nor even of 
Hl will, that has hindered fome of the Calvmiſts 
from joining with the free thinking Diſffenters 
in praying tor felief : but an averſion to being 
conſidered in the ſame light with them in point 
of faith and doctrine—and an apprehenſion that 
the bill, if it had paſſed into a law, would 
have done more harm than good; whillt it ex- 
empted thoſe who warmly militate againſt what 
ve call Goſpel, from any legal penaky, it would 
have involved others who preach it, in difficulty 
and danger. e +] 


Some Calviniſts who have warmly eſpouſed 
the Petition indeed tell us, that it has nothin 
at all to do with matters of faith, but is wholly 
political ; which in one ſenſe may be true, but 
in another it is certainly not fo, The firft mo- 


tion ſaid to be made by a ** 
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of Parliament, was certainly wery good policy ; 
as by ſhewing-a particular favour to the * 
{enters now, though even unſubſtantial, 
might {ecurg his own election, together br 
that of ſome. others: of the houſe, whole credit 
with the public 1s pretty near as low as his 
own, againſt the next Parliament. It muſt 
certainly be a great acquifition for a candidate 
to have the Diſſenters on his ſide : but if this 
is the caſe, as I am informed it is, I from my 
ſoul hope and wiſh, that their diſappointment 
may be as general as that which has befallen 
the rational Diſſenters. 


But that it is religious, and not political 
only, Mr. Mauduit and Mr. Radcliffe CE ſuffi- 
ciently ſhewn;ʒ and that this application for relief 
arole from a rooted diſlike to the doctrine of 
the Articles, is now beyond a doubt, ſince thoſe 
publications came abroad. It is hoped, there- 
tore, that as the rational Diſſenters would not 
upon any. account be thought the ſame in 
doctrine with the orthodox, that thoſe among 
the orthodox who refuſe to be ranked along 
with them may be forgiven. Surely we have 
as much reaſon on our part to abhor that re- 
ligion, which ſo ſhockingly debaſeth the bleſſed 
Immanuel, as they can have to abhor ours on 


account of its ſuppoſed abſurdity. 


As it is now apparently a religious affair, a 


coalition would be impoſſible. Oil and water 


may as foon incorporate as the orthodox and 


rational Diſſenters agree in the matter of * 


plication in that view of it. 


One 


( 24 ) 
One way, however, and but one, as I think; 
temains to heal the animoſities kindled, and 
to put the matter in the moſt hkely way for ſuc- 
ceſs; which, if adopted, would, F am per- 
ſuaded, reconcile every mind to t. 


Let the preſent mode of qualification, as re- 
quired by the Act of Toleration, remain in full 
force, for the benefit of thoſe who chooſe to dif- 
'tinguiſh themſelves by their regard to the doc- 
trinal Articles of the Church of England; as 
alſo for the benefit of thoſe who may find it 
difficult to obtain a certificate under the hands 
of three regular approved Miniſters, fo that they 
may be ſheltered under the wings of the law. 


This cannot be the leaſt degree of hardſhip 
upon the Rational Diſſenters, and may tend to 
prevent the diſagreeable and unbecoming alter- 
cations which otherwiſe may ariſe. This being 
done, for the above cauſes, let there be a petition 
to Legiſlature, that a clauſe may be added to the 
Toleration Act, anſwerable to the tenour of the 
prayer made for relief. This will be doing juſ- 
- tice to every party. This, had it been at firſt 
adopted, might have produced the beſt conſe- 
' quences, and moſt certainly would have at leaſt 
engaged the good wiſhes of the whole body of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. This, if yet adopted, 
may be the means of preſerving that political 
union, which alone can render the Diſſenters re- 
ſpeRable in the eye of Government, 


I afſure my reader it is not a fondneſs to 
appear in print, that has induced me to write 
| | upon 
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the 


6 


upon this ſubject, to which I conſider myſelf 
very unequal, but a real concern for the 
peace of the Diſſenting body. If therefore 
{ ſhould have miſſed my way, in ſeeking 
to procure it, and inſtead of quenching the 
animoſities already glowing, this performance 


| ſhould prove the unhappy means of ſtirring up 


more, it will be as much my own affliction, as 
it poſſibly can excite the readers indignation. 
My main reaſon for writing at all was, if poſſi- 
ble, to prevent any thing inflammatory ap- 
pearing on this fide of the queſtion, | 
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